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Y Text is a part of that very 
remarkable Paſſage berween our 


W - === If thou wilt enter into Life, keep the 
Saviour and the Rich Young- 


Commandments. 
Vi 
\ . man in the Goſpel, of whom 


—_— 
”— 


the Sixteenth Verle gives an account, that 
he accoſted our Lord with this moſt impor- 
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tant Queſtion, Good Maſter, what good thing 
ſhall I do, that I may inberit Eternal Life ? 
Which compendious Enquiry our Lord ſa- 
tisfies here, with as comprehenſive an An+ 
{wer ; If thou wilt enter into Life, keep the 
Commandments, 

From which words I ſhall not make it my 
buſineſs to argue the neceſſity of Good 
Works in general; for, alas! how very 
few of the men that lead wicked Lives do 
it upon a: perſwaſion that they are under 
no Obligations to the contrary ? But, be- 
cauſe Miſtakes in the nature of our Duty, 
and an Imagination, that the Commands of 
God are more eaſily fatisfhed than: really 
they are, do commonly betray People to 
infinite Follies and Dangers ; I ſhall endea- 
vour to poſſeſs you with a juſt and powerful 
ſenſe of that Obedience which 1s made in my 
Text the Condition of entering into Life. 
And in order to this I ſhall ſhew, 


I. The true Nature and juſt Extent of 
a Chriſtian's Obedience to God's 
Commandments. And, 
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IT. The Necellity of it, and the Reaſo- 
nableneſs of this being made the 
Condition of our attaining to Life 
and Happineſs. 


I. Firft, As to the Nature and juſt Ex- 
tent of our Obedience, it implies, and re- 
quires theſe four Qualifications. 

1. Firſt, That a man apply himſelf fia- 
cerely to keep All God's Commandments. 

2. Secondly, That he obſerve them in 
their true perfection, and that more ſpiritual 
and refined ſence, to which Chriſtianity hath 
now exalted them. 

3- Thirdly, That it be done upon a Re- 
Iigious Principle, and for this Conſideration, 
That they are the Commands of God. 

4- Fourthly, That he perſevere in keep- 
ing them, and (as our Vow in Baptiſm ex- 
preſſes it) walk in the ſame all the days of 
by Life. 

Theſe are the Meaſures of a true Chri- 
ſtian Obedience ; and chough we may nor 


,preſume ſo to limit God's Mercics, 'as abſo- 


lutely to fhut out all that come not up to 
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theſe heights, yer it is no leſs preſumption, 
bur perhaps a more dangerous one, to {tretch 
choſe Mercies beyond the Standard of the 
Goſpel. Whatever is more than this, is an 
at of God's Supreme Diſpenſing Preroga- 
tive an Tadulgence that he hath no where 
obliged himſelf to, and conſequently, that no 
man can ſafely depend upon. For, as the 
Colle for this day inſtrudts us very well, 
the lowing that which he commands, and lo- 
ving it fo, as conſtantly to keep and live by 
it, is the only ſure way to obtain what be 
bath promiſed. 

Il. And therefore, as to what regardsmy 
ſecond part, which. pretends to prove the 
Neceſlity of this Obedience, and the Fitneſs 
of its being made the Condition of Happineſs 
to us, I ſhall not treat of that ſeparately, and 
by it ſelf, but beg Leave to apply it to every 
Branch of the former Head diſtinQly, that fo 
ic may appear, that I have in no particular 
made a too rigorous Interpretation of our 
Duty : And becaule entring into Life in the 
Text 1s capable of a double ſence, either be- 
coming a Diſciple of Chriſt, which is the 
way to Life, or enjoying Everlaſting Happi- 
nels, 
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neſs, which is the Reward of that Diſciple- 
ſhip, and the End of that Way ; I ſhall en- 
deavour to prove, that nothing ſhort of what 
has been propoled, caneither make good the 
Covenant of the Goſpel, as it ſtands charged 
upon us here, or qualifie ustor inheriting the 
Kingdom of Heaven hereafcer. 

1. Firſt then, I ſay, One neceſſary Quali- 
fication of a Chriſtian's Obedience is, that he 
apply himſelf ſ{incerely to keep all Cod's 
Commandments. There is no man fo loſt 
to Reaſon and Virtue, but he finds it for his 
purpoſe to oblerve ſome of them : Natural 
Modeſty, and the preſervation of one's ſelf, 
and the promoting an Intereſt with others, 
perſwade the practiſe of many commendable 
things. Sickneſs and Poverty, and publick 
Puniſhments, and the Reproach ofthe World, 
reſtrain Men from gratifying many corrupt 
Inclinations. The Fear of God too will 
have ſome Check upon the Conſcience, and 
enforce the other Conſiderations more 
powerfully. And theſe Impreſlions people 
that make any Pretenfions at all to Good- 
nels, are pretty well content to ſubmit to, in 
many, if not in moſt matters. But ſtill, if 
there 
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there be any one Relerved Caſe, any Fa- 
vourite-Corruprion, upon which Religion 
exerciſes its Powers but feebly : Bur one 
though ir be, that continues Proof againſt all 
the Charms, and all the Terrors of the Go- 
{pel, that ſingle Exception is a Blemiſh: to 
the whole, and renders all the reſt of a good 
Life of no effe&, though one ſhould labour 
never fo zealouſly in other inſtances, to 
pleaſe God, and ſave ones own Soul. 

The Miſchief and Danger of ſuch beloved 
Luſts is ſo much the greater, becauſe men are 
apt to flatter cthem(elves with a vain. hope, 
that a few Spots will be eaſily overlook'd in 
the Crowd of good Actions, whieh give a 
Grace and Beauty ro their Lives. They 
think it hard the Reward of many Vertues 
thould be loſt for the lake of one Vice, and 
ſeem to fancy, that Almighty God will ad- 
mit them to compound with him, and buy 
off one Commandment with the farisfyin 
of another. This 1s very legible in their Be- 
—_— tho' they are aſham'd to ſpeak it 

: And therefore I ſhall now endeavour 
to aka all favourable Opinions of ſuch 
a partial Obedience, by conſidering the ne- 
cellity 


ww = "ES ns. Al oe > > 


a Queen, My T_ 1693. 


ceſlity of applying our ſelves ſincerely to 
keep All God's Commandments, as ever we 
hope to enter into Life. 

1. And Firſt, We cannot enter into 1t,as 


. that ſipniftes undertaking the Goſpel-Cove- 


nant, faithfully and effeQually, without ſuch 
an univerfal Obedience, The Young-man 
before us had obſerv'd and continued long in 
many excellent Daries, and yet upon the re- 
fufal of one propoſed to him afreſh, he was 
rejected, as unqualified for a Follower of 


Chriſt. The Good aGtions of his Life paſt 
were by no means loſt upon our Saviour, for 


St. Mark, acquaints us, that Feſws beholding wark x. 21. 


bim, lowed his. Burt ſtill there was a Canker 
at the bottom, a Spirit of Covetouſneſs and 
Love of the World, which could by no means 
digeſt that hard Saying, Go ſell that thou 
baﬀt, and give to the Poor. This made him 
an eminent, but a moſt unhappy inſtance of 
what we often find onr Great Miſter taking 
ſuch pains to inculcate, and' particularly, 


(Luke xiv. 33.) Whoſoewer be be of you, that 


forſaketh not all that be hath, be cannot be my 


Diſciple. The ſhort of which, and-of all other 
Texts of the like 'nature; is this ; That our 
Lord 
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F Galat. iii, 1c. 


Lord will never endure we ſhould ſet up any 
Separate or Contending Intereſts againſt 
Him. It we pretend to be His, he expeRs 
to have us entire, and without a Rival. And 
this Integrity of ours muſt be manifeſted, by 
ſacrificing All, even our deareſt Inclinatiods; ; 
by foregoing All, even our moſt engaging 
Intereſts, whenever Providence orders mat- 
ters ſo, that theſe come in competition with 
Him, and His Commands and our Obedience 
and They can no longer ſtand together. 

2. The fame is neceſſary, Secondly, in 
order to our obtaining Eternal Happiftels ; 
for, ſince the Law was eſtabliſh'd wich a Curſe 
upon every one that continueth not in all 
things written there, to do them, this cuts 
off all Hopes of Heaven, when grounded 
upon ſuch an Obedience, as ſhall preſume ro 
diſpenſe with any particular Precept contai- 
ned in it. And, altho' we are taught, that 
the Goſpel was intended to ſoften aud abate 
the Rigor of the Law, yer will not that do 
us any Service at all in the preſent Caſe. Ie 
makes a {ure proviſion indeed for Forgivenels 
upon Repentance 3 -it treats us gently, and 
uſed great tenderneſs to the Infirmities of 


Hu- 
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Human Nature, to which the Law ſhew'd 
little or ao. compaſlion ; but it gives no man 
Licenle to tranigre(s wiltully, nor preaches 
up the leaſt Indulgence to any known Sin : 
And therefore in this reſpect the Curſe con- 
rinues (till in full force ; and Sr. James hath 
proved it muſt needs do {o,by that remarka- 
ble Paſlage of his Epiſtle, (Ch. 1. V.10,1 4.) 
IWhoſoever ſhall keep the whole Law, and yet 
offend in one point, be is guilty of all. For be 
that faid, Do not commt Adultery, ſaid alſo, 
Do not kill : Now if thou commit no Adultery, 
yet if thu kill, thou art become a Tranſgreſſor 
of the Law. 

Men may flatter them(clves, and impoſe 
upon others wich I know not what imaginary 
Notions of Mortul and Ventul Sins ; and it is 
very pleaſant to obſerve how the DoGors of 
that Church, which maintains theſe Diſtin- 
Qions, ſhifr and double, to deliver themſelves 
from this Text. Bur the Apoſtle evidently 
ſhews, that che Authoriry ot the Law-giver 
is that which binds the Law upon us ; that 
the Contempr of chat Authority isthe thing 
to be accounted for ; and if chat be once vio- 


lated, it matters very little whether ic be done 
C in 
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in this or that particular inſtance ; for, tho' 
ſome Crimes be more heinous, and ſome leſs 
ſo, yet mens Obedience or Diſobedience is 
not to be meaſured ſo much by the quality 
of their Actions, as by their Regard _or Dil- 
regard to the Will of their Supertors. And 
ſince our Lord's Pleaſure is ſignified by all his 
Laws, it is ſufficient to condemn us, that we 
wiltully negle& any. And therefore it be- 
comes us to look upon every Command as 
armed with Thunder, nor to receive God's 
Laws nicely and humourſomly, juſt as our 
Palates ſtand to them, but to conſider our 
ſelves in a ſtate of abſolute SubjeQion,at no 
liberty to chuſe our own Terms, but oblig'd 
to take them together as they Iye, and ſub- 
mit to all that is fer before us. 

The practical Refletions which naturally 
flow from this firſt Head, among others, are 
ſuch as cheſe : Thatmen may arrive at great 
degrees of Juſtice aud common Honeſty, and 
yet not come up to the Character of Good 
Chriſtians : That thole are falſe Meaſures, 
and moſt untaichſul Comforts, by which we 
uſe to ſupport our telves, upon the account 
of not being groſly and ſcandalouſly wicked : 

That 
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That it is an eaſje and a yery common thing, 
to deceive not only the World, but our own 
Sduls roo, with zealous Inclinations and fair 
Appearances of Holineſs : And, that the 
great, the only Tryal of a Man is, when bis 
Darling Boſom-Vice comes to be encounte- 
red. This is the tender part, which fo fel- 
dom endures to be touched. Againſt This 
we very hardly admit any Reproot, but fof- 
ten and accommodate every Argument tots 
adyantaye : And though we may be inother 
caſes diſpoſed to a ready complaince, are yet 
apt to hold this faſt at any rate ; and ever 
pleading Naaman's Exemprions, In one thing 
the Lord pardon thy Servant. And yet, as 
oft as Men do thus turn their own Carvers, 
when they pick and parcel out their Duty, 
ſtick ro one part, and throw away the reſt ; 
That this is the ready courſe to deſtroy all 
the power of Chriſtianity upon their Con- 
{ciences, and to diſtinguiſh themſelves at laſt 
* into the Pit of Hell. 

I. Secondly, A Man keeps the Command- 
ments as he ought, only then, when he keeps 
them 1n their true perfection, and that more 
ſpiricual refined fence, to which Chriſtianity 
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hath exalred them. . To this purpole ſome 
underſtand the place before us, as it the 
Young-man quite miſtook the nature of the 
Commands, who fo confidently proteſt him- 
ſelf a conſtant Obſerver of them, azd yet was 
found wanting ia that Great Duty of Chari- 
ty, which is the very Life and Subſtance of 
the whole Law. And therefore our Lord, 
to reife his Error, propoſes ſuch a Condi- 
tion to him, as might intimate, that no man 
hath in truth kept thoſe Commandments, 
whois not in acontinual diſpoſicivn to do all 
the Good he can : Not to reproach Human 
Nature, nor be a Scandal to: the CharaQter 
Men bear,or the Religion they profeſs. To 
abſtain trom groſs Evils and palpable Inju- 
ſtice, might pals for ſome ſort of Excellence 
under a more imperfect Diſpenſation ; but 
with Chriſtians it ſeems this ought to be 
eſteem'd a very ſmall thing. Ir is expeQed 
they ſhould improve the Rules of Living, 


and by becoming bright Examples of Virtue ' 


and Goodnels, adorn the Doctrine of Chriſt 
in all things, and refle& Honour back again 
upon God, and their moſt holy Profeſſion. 


Thus 


CO 
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Thus much is undeniably to be gathered 
from our Saviour's Sermon on the Mount, 
from ſeveral of his Diſcourſes with the Pha- 
riſees, and more particularly from his ſum- 
ming up our whole Duty, in thoſe two com- 
prehenſive Virtues, the lowing God with all 
cur Hearts, and our Neighbour as our ſelves. 
For Love is a generous Principle, and never 
grudges its Favours, or diſtributes its Servi- 
ces ſparingly, bur ſtrives continually to do 
more and more, and thinks the moſt that can 
be done, little enough. And the want ofthis 
it is, that makes Men ſo niggardly in point 
of Duty, ſo careful to ſtick to the very Let- 
ter of the Command, as if they were driving 
a hard Bargain with Almighty God, and 
thought it their Wiſdom, to be as ſharp in 
point of exchange, and to purchaſe Heaven 
as cheap as poſlibly they can. Too many of 
us read our Bibles, as ſome crafty People- do 
the Stature-book, with a deſign not to dg as 
much, but as little of their Duty, as may 
be. They learn to cavil, and play ſubrilly 
upon Words and Forms. and ioftruct them- 
ſelves chiefly where the Penalties lye, to ſee 
how far they may be diſobedient and trou- 

bleſome, 
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bleſome, without falling under the Jaſh of 
the Law. When therefore we have con(i- 
dered of what Reputation ſuch a pretended 
Honeſty ought to be among Men ; we can- 
not but diſcern, how ſuch a kind of Chri- 
ſtianity is like to be accepted by the Great 
Searcher of Hearts; and how far They fall 
ſhort of a True Goſpel-Obedience, who are 
always afraid of being over-reach'd, and pay- 
ing God more than his ſtrict due, and rake 
SanQuary in the words of the Command, 


without a juſt regard had to the purpoſe 


and perfeCtion of it. 


And what Succe(s ſuch men muſt look for- 


as to their Eternal Recompence, our Locd's 
Account of the Laſt Judgment abundantly 
informs us. Woe read in the xxv® of 
St. Matthew, that feeding the Hungry, cloth- 
ing the Naked, and other good Offices to 
the Miſerable and Indigent, are the things 
upon which all our Fates muſt turn at that 
Great day. And if this be the Iſſue Men 
ſhall be concluded by, then it is moſt evi- 
dent, that our Obedience is required, accor- 
ding to the moſt exalted and ſpiritual Senſe 
of the.Law ; for thoſe Duties are no part of 

the 
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the Letter of it, nor any otherwiſe enjoined 
in the Ten Commandments, than as Charity, 
which is the end of the Commandment, obli- 
ges us to become uſeful and beneficial, and 
co lay out our ſelves,and all our powers libe- 
rally tor the Honour of God, and the Bene- 
fir of Mankind. 

And now give me leave to put you in 
mind, that this Second Head preſents all Tow, 
to whom the Providence of God hath given 
Proſperity and Power to do good, with a true 
ſtate of your own Caſe, and dire&s you how 
to make a ſuretryal of the Sinceriry of your 
Hearts, and the ground of your Hopes for 
the next World. That your Honours are 
not the Reward of Iniquity, nor your Ri- 
ches the price of Oppreflion and Extortion, 
are very comfortable Reflections indeed 3; 
and it were much to be wiſhed, that ever 
great and wealthy man could apply them to 
himſelf. Bur yet che Ruler in the Goſpel 
ſeems to have had a Title to all theſe Com- 
forts, and ſtill you fee he was not thought 
fit either for Chriſtianity or Heaven. There 
1s another moſt imporrane Enquiry behind 
about theſe matters, not only by what me- 
thods 
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 thods they have been got, but in what man- 


ner they are employed. The Orphans and 
Widows may cry for Redrels, and they may 
cry for Relief too, and we mult not ſtop 
our Ears to their Wants, any more than their 
Injuries : The Tears of the Diſtreſſed ſhould 
never fall in vain, for if we owe them no 
Satisfaction, yer Mercy and Compaſſion we 
do ; and no man is {ſo much Proprietor of 
what he calls his own, that he can without 
Sin and Injuſtice (hut up his Bowels from 
them that have need. It we wil} purſue our 
Dury to its juſt heights, ro be Uſeleſs and 
Unprofitable in the World, is to ccale to be 
Innocent. Our Virtue conſifis not ſo much 
in doing no Ill, as in doing abundarce of 
Good; in enlarging our Hearts, and openin 


-our Hands; in making the beſt of our Sta- 


tion in the World, that is, in dedicating 
our Selvcs and Services entirely ro God, and 
becoming Ornaments to Religion, and Blel- 
ſings to one another, as 1tluſtrious and diffu. 
five, as our Condition and Opportunities will 
{uffer us to be. 

Such is the Nature, ſuch che Neceſlity of 


the Second Qualification required in our 


Obe- 
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Obedience ; all which js yet more ſtrongly 
enforced by that which follows in the third 
place. 

Il. That a Man keep the Command- 
ments out of a Religious Principle, and upon 
this Conſideration, That they are the Com- 
mands of God. 

The Motives upon which any thing is 
done are of ſo great importance, that there 
can be no juſt diſtinctions berween Virtue 
and Vice without them. Theſe are the 
Springs that ſec the Engine firſt on work, 
and the Rules of Mechaniſm hold thus far 
in Morals as well as Nature, that unlels They 
be regular, all the Motions from them muſt 
needs be vicious and exorbitant. A man 
may be liberal to the Pgor out of Charity, 
and he may be fo out of Oſtencation too : 
He may be temperate in Obedience to ſome 
Natural Antipathies, or to favour a weak 


Conſtitution : He may be Juſt for Reputa- 


tion, Frugal and Diligent for the (lake of 
Wealth, or Devout to be ſeen of Men. 
And how highly ſoever theſe perſons may 


delerve to be commended far their Prudence, 


yet ſue all this will amount ro bur very lir- 
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tle Religion ; for, that is in truth only then, 
when we govern our ſelves by the Love of 
God, and the Equity of his Laws ; not by 
Rules of Worldly Wiſdom, and little indi- 
re& Pnds propoſed from a Holy Life, which 
would be no better than Trick and Pretence 
at the bottom, and not ſo properly the ſer- 
ving God, as our (ſelves. In ſuch caſes, our 
Adtions reſemble Goodly Children born of 
Ungracious Parents, which ſometimes prove 
uſetul and excellent Perſons themſelves, tho' 
their Deſcent were but (candalous or mean ; 
for thus the Vain-glorious man's Diſtriburi- 
ons are not the lels beneficial to the World 
that partakes of them, however thar ill Prin- 
ciple may loſe all theMeritto the perſon that 
makes them. And fo the ſame thing in two 
ſeveral men may not be the ſame ; for, tho' 
in the matter it ſelf, and all its outward ap- 
pearances, there be no difference, yer in the 
diſpoſition of the Mind, and the Cauſe from 
whence it proceeds, there may be a very 
great one 3 fo great, that what is really Vir- 
tue in one man, ſhall be no better than Vice 
in another. Of ſuch conſequence it is to di- 
ſtinguith _ by the Principles that give 


them 
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them birth, and che Ends ro which they are 
direed ; for otherwiſe we ſhall confound 
true Goodneſs, with that which is but the 
Shadow ang Counterfeit Face of it, and 
overlook that beſt Recommendation, which 
1s peculiar and eſſential ro the Obedience of 
Faith : For, that this of obſerving the Com- 
mandments out of a Religious Regard to 
God, is ſo, we cannot in reaſon doubt,when 
it is farther conſider'd, That no other Prin- 
ciple can make good the Covenant of the 
Goſpel here, nor give a man any Title to a 
Reward hereafter. 

1. Firſt, No other Principle can enable a 
man to make good the Covenant of the Go- 
{pel here ;. for that undertakes for a ſteady 
Piety, which requires a fixt and ſteady 
Cauſe ; and ſuch is none, beſides this I am 
treating of, It was not only a juſt and a 
nohle Thought, but the moſt pertinent Pre- 
face the Roman Orator could uſe, to ſhew 
the Conſequence of his Book upon the Na- 
ture of the Gods : Hand ſcio an Pietate ad- 
verſus Deos ſublata, fides etiam, & Societas 
bumani generts, Qs» una ettam excellentiſſuma 
virtus, Tuſtitia tolatur. Politiciads might 
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pretend to chain and fetter Men up by 
Laws, bur the very Heathens could diſcover 
that theſe were Fences eafily broke through 3 
and that if any Reſtraint could bold our un- 
ruly Paſſions, it muſt be a conſtant awful 
{-xnſe of the Divine Nature. Thus it ever 
was, and thus it muſt needs be ; for, the 
man that is juſt purely for Intereſt, how 
ſhall we ſecure his Fidelity when the Con- 
dition of his Afﬀairs happens to change ? 
For, it at any time it may prove for his ad- 
vantage to be unjuſt, the ſame Principle will 
then carry him to Vice, as powerfully as 
now it engages him in the contrary.  Re- 
putation and Senſe of Shame, it is plain, can 
only have influence in matters that come to 
publick Knowledge, and will be no Bar ar 
all to Sins ſo private, as not to be diſcove- 
red ; nor to perſons {o great, or {o confir- 
med in Wickcdnels, as not to fear Reproach. 
The mea that are carried on by eager dil- 
poſitions 1n their own Temper, muſt needs 
fall off as thoſe natural warmths abate ; and 
at the beſt chey are enclined but in part ro 
Goodnels; for, except ſome few Virtnes to 
which their Complexion determines them, 


all 
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all the reſt make bur a very faint and cold 
Impreſſion upon their Minds: And the fol- 
lowing ſuch an” Imperzs as'chis, more than 
any tetled and well-weighed Judgment, I 
rake to be the very Reafon, why many Peo- 
ples Virtue is ſo fickle and uncertain, and 
that they do not fo properly forſake, as 
change their Vices, according to the altera» 
tions they feel, in the different Circumſtan- 
ces of their Lives and Conſtitutions, 

But a Sincere Reverence for God, anda 
Conſcientious Reſpe& ro our Duty, is of 


Univerſal Efficacy. This exalts Nature into . 


Grace, and Wiſdom into Religion, This 
ſuits all Complexions of Men, and all Con- 
ditions of Life ; it meets with our moſt ſe- 
cret Corruptions, and purſues them into the 
dark 5 it repreſents an obſtrving Eye, that 
watches our Cloſers, and' our Beds. None, 
even the proudeſt of the Sons of Adam, are 
above its Checks ; and but few, if any, of 
the moſt harden'd Wretches are quite paſt 
them. Tis Thx alone theretore, that 
muſt render our Converlations equal, and 
regular, and always conſiſtent with rhein- 
ſelves : For, all'that a man poſſeſt'with this 

Prin- 
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Principle hath to do, is to conſider what 
is moſt agreeable to God's good Pleaſure 
and Direction; to take no Meaſures from 
his own Inclinations and Intereſts, (which 
was the fatal Error of the Young-man in my 
Text) bur to ſacrifice all ro the Will and 
Honour of his God z to keep on his Duty 
with unſhaken Reſolutions, Reſolutions ſup- 
ported by an humble Confidence, that his 
pious Endeavours ſhall be graciouſly acce- 
pted, and abundantly recompenſed. Such 
an Obedience as this is true Religion, and 


all elſe is but Intrigue and Deſign, and tchere- 


fore ſuch a Confidence as This is true Chri- 
ſtian Faich, but upon other Terms it is in 
no depree better than Boldneſs and Preſum- 
ption. For, | 

2. Secondly, No Principle but that of do- 
ing our Duty with regard to God, who 
commanded u, can give a man any Title to 
a Reward hereafter. Our Saviour, in the 
Sixth of St. Matthew, ſpeaking of ſuch as 
Give Alms, and Pray, and Faſt, with a de- 
ſign to be' taken notice of, and commended 
for ſo doing, tells us with ſome fort of $So- 
lemnity, this is all they are to expe : Veri- 
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ly, I ſay unto you, they have their Reward. 
Their Reward ! that is, what they propo- 
ſed to themſelves for the end of ſuch aQions 
when they did them; and fo are to look u 

on this as full Payment, ſince they thoughe 
the Duties worth undertaking at ſo low a 
price. The cale is much the ſame with thoſe 
that are Temperate meerly for their Health, 
or Diligent and Juſt for Reputation and 
Convenience, A ſound Conſtitution, and a 
florid Old-age ; Plentifal Fortunes, arid 
Credit, and Countenance 1n the World, are 
properly theſe perſons Reward, and all they 
have any juſt pretence to : For, there is a 
great deal of reaſon to believe, that the Re- 
cributions at the laſt day will proceed upon 
the ſame Eternal Rules of Equity, which our 
Rerurns to one another are founded upon 
now. We think our (elves obliged, not'fo 
much by Events as Intentions, and* that we 
ought co proportion our Thanks according- 
ly. Ifa Friend labour ſincerely in my In- 
cereſts, and cannot be ſucceſsful, his Incli- 
nation and Endeavour hath to me the me- 
rit of a Performance : But if a man in pro- 
ſecuting his own Private Advantage, by ſome 


pro- 
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providential turn of Afﬀeairs, find it neceſlary 
tor his own-ſake to do me a 'Kindneſs, & fie- 
Joyce. in the Benefit indeed; bat, .' ſtriqly 
ſpeaking, 1 owe him no Thanks, becaule 
my Gain was quite þelide his main purpole, 
and himſelf was the only perſon intended 2a 
be the becrer for it.” Thus God hath p#o-+ 
miſed to reward the meer. Diſpoſition and 
Good-will to ſerve Him, .tho' our Power of 
effe&ing it do not in'allpoints anfwer/ aur 
Defires. But the ſpecious Adions of Hy- 
pocrites ſhall meet with no Regard from 
Him; far, if they did in ſome degree contri- 
bute 0 his Glory, and the Good of Men, 
and fo may1iſ{cem to have ſome colour. of a 
Plea ; yer theſe Efteds were occaſional and 
accidental only, with reſpect to the Doers, 
and the leaſt pare of their Deſign. Their 
Avarice, or Vain-glory, or whatever elle it 
were, that moved them to affect ſuch ap- 
pearances of Virtue, hath received Satisfa- 
tion already in this World : And therefore, 
when they come to demand more Wages in 
the next, what ſhould hinder the Great Ma- 
ſter of the Vineyard from anſwering Them, 
as he does the murmuring Labourer 1n':the 
Parable, 
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Parable ? Friend, I do thee no wrong ; Didſt 
not thou agree with me for ſo much ® Take 
that is thine, and go thy way. 

This Third Head well weighed, would 
furniſh us with excellent Rules for the pal- 
ſing a Judgment both upon our own Actions 
and thoſe of other Men. In our own caſe, 
ro be exceeding critical and ſevere, as not 
contenting our ſelves withthat outward Face 
of Goodneſs, which we may know to be bur 
a Diſguiſe, tho' lo artificially put on, that 
the World cannot ſee through it. In other 
mens, to ſhew our ſelves always Charitable 
and Tender, as not being able ro diſcern 
their Intentions ; and conſidering, that even 
Errors and Miſcarriages may ſometimes pro- 
ceed from ſuch an honeſt and unaffected 
Simplicity of Mind, as G O D, who fees it, 
may think fir to allow for ; and therefore 
it would ill become us, who fee it not, ri- 
gorouſly to condemp. 

But that which I principally intend from 
it, with regard to the more immediate occa- 
ſion, and particular deſign of my Text, is, 
to.obſerve of what Conſideration the Ad- 
vantages of the preſent Lite are to the pra- 
E ctice 
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ice of Chriſtianity, and what place they 
deſerve in our AﬀcCtions and Eſteem. Plen- 
ty, and Honour, and Health, and Succeſs in 
our Aﬀairs, are the common and natural Re- 
ſulrs of Juſtice, and Temperance, and {ndu- 
ſtry : And this condemns our negleC of Du- 
ties ſo azrecable every way both to our 
Reaſon and our Intereſt. But then, thele 
Bleſſings are not the conſtant Lot of every 
Good man, nor any where promiſed to all 
ſuch in kind: and therefore, though we may 
make them a partial and conditional, yer 
This forbids us to propole them, for the On- 
ly, or the Chict End of a Virtuous Converta- 
tion.But Eternal Life is indented forExprefly, 
and therefore This 1s the only thing worth 
our aiming at : This is what we can depend 
upon, and all the reſt are thrown in as over- 
meaſure : Seek the Kingdom of God, and his 
Righteouſneſs tuſt, and after that we are al- 
lowed to defire and expect, that all theſe 
things ſball be added untous. God hath pro- 
vided a ſufficient Recompence for our Pains 
in another World, tho' he ſhould deny us 
theſe Priviledges of Holineſs in the preſent 
one : So that we mutt receive theſe as acce(- 
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ſjons to the main Heap, and confeſs it the 
Abundance cf his Grace, if he ſuffer us to 
enjoy them 3; we are to value them as lo 
many Earneſts now paid down, for the en- 
couraging our Duty, and ſure Pledges of a 
more ptecious Reward hereafter. 

IV. There remains yetthe Fourth and laſt 
Qualification of our Obedience to be conſt- 
der'd, which is, That a man perſevere in 
keeping the Commandments, and (as our Vow 
in Baptiſm expreſſes it) walk in the ſame all 
the days of his Life. 

Ard this Particular is a neceflary conle- 
quence of thoſe that went before. For,what- 
ever diſcouragements can tempt us to fall 
from our ewn Stedfaſtneſs, are by Them al- 
ready provided againſt. The Commands of 
Ged are (as I have ſhewn) more ſtrongly re- 
commended by. the Plealuresand Priviledges 
of the Virtues they enjoyn, but they do not 
derive their Binding Power from thence, and 
therefore all matters of this kind are of a Se- 
cond and Subordinate Conſideration : For, 
as nothing is a Law to us, meerly for being 
Proficable or Convenient, fo nothing can ceale 


to be a Law to us, by happening to be other- 
ET 2 wile. 
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wiſe. GOD expects we ſhould be obſti- 
nately good, and make the inviolable Con- 
ſtancy of our Love for Him and Holineſs, 
give tc ſtimony ro the Zeal,and to the Truth 
of it. And, 

. This maſt nec:ds be required to com- 
hw Mens Obedience at preſent, becauſe 
there can be no other ſure method of judg- 
ing of their Tategrity. The Force of Natu- 
ral Conſcience, the Probity of the Temper 
and I:clinations, and the Advantages of 
Goodneſs now given 1n hand, are ſo power- 
ful, that even very bad men do many com- 
mendable things upon theſe accounts. And 
again, The Corruptions of Human Nature 
are ſo prevalent, its Frailties ſo many, the 
Temptations that attack it, ſo aſſiduous,and 
ſo ſtrong, that good men ſometimes feel 
dreadtul Interruprtions, and the Luſtre of the 
beſt Lives is ofteq ſullicd and eclipſed with 
dark Blemiſhes and great ImperfeGtions. 
Since then in every one there meets ſuch a 
mixture of Good and Bad, and that no man 
is either perfectly holy, or exquiſitely wicked, 
without ſome Allay, it follows, that there 
can be no ſafety in pronouncing ofany bodys 
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Virtue, any otherwiſe than from the main 
ſcope and conſtant tenure of the Converlati- 
on. For, altho' ſome Actions of a contrary 
quality may mingle themſelves in thecrowd, 
et the cool and ſettled ſenſe of the Soul is 
ſufficiently diſcerned by mens general defign 
and moſt uſual practice. Thus our Bleſſed 
Saviour, in the Parable of the Sower, under 
the figure of the Stony ground, which put 
forth indeed apace, but brought no Fruit to per- 
fefGion, rejets that forward and eager Zeal, 
which ſerves God by violent heats and impe- 
tuous fſallies, and then hath its turns of lan- 
guiſhing and cooling as faſt again : And this 
111 ſucceſs he aſcribes to want of Earth, that 
is, Serious Conſideration, and an eſtabliſh'd 
ſenſe of ones Duty. Thus alſo he compares 
the man that hears his Sayings, and does 
chem, to a Houſe built upon a Rock, and if 
the Winds overturn, or the Waves waſh him 
off, this, he tells us, is an Argument he did 
not ſtand upon a ſound Bottom. All which 
confirms the neceſſity of perſiſting in Good- 
neſs, and that Conſtancy is the only Mark of 
a man's proceeding upon a firm and truly 


Religious Principle. 
2. The 
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2. The ſame muſt be fail laſtly, for the 
expectation of a Reward to come 3 for God 
hath o1der'd matters ſo, that the Stare in 
which a man ends his days is what the whole 
of his Life muſt be finally determin'd by. 
When Chriſtians are commanded to Walk in 
God's Laws, this1ntimartes, that they muſt be 
continually advancing ; that either to L»ſe 
ground, or but to Stand $I, is a Faulc. And 
the Compariſons of a Race, a Fight, and 
the like, make it plain, that che Prize is only 
for them who come up to the Goal, and the 
Triumph to thole thac fight ic out to the laſt, 
and gain a compleat Victory. And ſure chis 
is a Method moſt happy for us, and moſt 
reaſonable in it ſelf. 

Happy for us | for, God help us! what 
would become of Men, it there were no place 
left for Repentance, and a Second Thought, 


rikg noforgetting and forgoing the Luſts and Fol- 


lies of Youth, or the more deliberate Offen- 
ces of our riper years? Whereas now the 
Promiſe of Pardon belongs toa ſincere Refor- 
mation, let that come when it will: So thar 
if we do but Retract heartily, and in good 


earneſt, we can never be too late. 


And 
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And moſt reaſonable in it ſelf! For, a 
Man's laſt Judgment in Religion, and his laſt 
Will in Law, do both alike revoke and diſ- 
annul all thar went before, becauſe they are 
preſumed ro proceed upon more mature con- 
tideratioa, And this coming to a better 
lenſe of things is the very account God gives 
of the Equity of his Proceedings, in pardon- 
ing Sinners without ſetring any limits to his 
Mercy, ( Exek, xviii. 26, 27.) At what time 


ſoever the wicked man turneth away from his 


wickedneſs, that he bath committed, and doth 
that which is lawful and right, be ſhall ſave 
bis Soul alrve : Becauſe he confidereth, and 
turneth away from all bis tranſgreſſions, there- 
fore be ſhall ſurely live, be ſhall not dye. 

But then it ought to be remembred too, 
that the ſame Argument muſt needs hold as 
ſtrong, for the Condemnation of all ſuch, as 
fall into vicious courſes after the Benefits of 
a Religious Education, and the long-conti- 
nued knowledge and confirmed practice of 
Virtue. For theſe men arraign their firſt 
Principles of Folly, and renounce all they 
had . done before. They throw up Their 
part of the Covenant, and by that Act releaſe 

| God 
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God of His. And this laſt perverſe Choice 
defeats and cancels their paſt Good Works, 
and loſes all the Pains, and all the Fruits of 
them. As He that is Shipwrack'd in the 
very Port, periſhes there as ſure as in the 
midſt of Rocks and Seas, and then the Ca- 
lamity is but the more Senſible, and the more 
Diſaſtrous, for coming ſo late, and undoing 
{o. many former Succeſſes. 

And, Oh ! that this :Confideration may 
inſpire us all with Courage and Holy Reſo- 
lution, to puſh en our Fortunes, and purſue 
every advantage in our Spiritual Warfare ! 
Always remembring, that «the laſt Engage- 
ment determines the whole Controverſie 
and that they muſt be faithful to the end, 
who expect to receive a Crown of Life. 
Which Crown God the Righteous Judge 
beſtow upon us all, even for his own Lafi- 
nite Mercies, and his Son Chriſt Jeſus his 


fake. Amen. 


THE EN D. 


